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Section: Local

SHOOTING DEATH LEAVES QUESTIONS THE CLERK SLAIN IN AN APPARENT

ROBBERY AT A NEIGHBORHOOD GROCERY LEFT THE MIDDLE EAST TWO

YEARS AGO. AUTHORITIES CALL THE CRIME UNUSUAL FOR DAKOTA COUNTY.

BRIAN BONNER, Pioneer Press

SOUTH ST. PAUL

Khalid Bakkri arrived in America two years ago to study accounting. Instead, while helping in his younger brother's South St.
Paul grocery, the 25-year-old Palestinian was shot to death by an unknown assailant Sunday night during an apparent robbery.

The victim's brother, Tariq Bakkri, 23, said Monday that he checked on his brother and left Sabreen's Supermarket, 345 Fourth
Ave. S., only minutes before the shooting. Authorities, alerted by a 911 call at 9:42 p.m., believe that Khalid was shot less than
30 minutes before the store was supposed to close at 10 p.m.

"My brother was shot in the back of the head," said Tariq, adding that the store contained cash from several days of sales.

Police Chief Michael Messerich said authorities were looking for a hooded gunman and at least two accomplices.

Investigators were continuing to question a store customer and at least two other eyewitnesses. The two robbers fled from the
store into an alley where an accomplice had been waiting in a dark four-door sedan. Authorities gathered evidence from the
store, located in a residential neighborhood, for much of the day on Monday.

Messerich said that cash was taken, but he wouldn't say how much. He also said that police were working under the assumption
that robbery was the only motive, although they haven't eliminated other possibilities.

"We don't have anything that makes us believe it was anything other than a robbery gone bad," Messerich said.

Messerich said that Khalid was shot in the head, but couldn't confirm whether it was in the back of the head. Autopsy results
from the Dakota County medical examiner were not available Monday.

Tariq and family friends gathered Monday in his Inver Grove Heights town home. They agreed that robbery may have been
the motive for the murder. But they also wondered whether Khalid was executed because he was Palestinian, making him the
victim of a hate crime.
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Tariq married an American citizen and moved to the state in 1997. Two years ago, he leased the store -- a neighborhood institution
for more than 50 years -- and fell in love with the friendly suburban community. He said older brother Khalid arrived two years
ago on a student visa.

Unfortunately, Tariq said, after Sept. 11 he noticed a change in attitudes toward him. While there was nothing overt, business
began to drop off. He tried to dismiss the decline as part of the national recession.

But, in light of his brother's death, Tariq and his friends are not so sure. "It did something. After 9/11, people looked at us
differently," Tariq said. "It just changed a lot of stuff."

Tariq said he and his brother were very open about being Palestinian and even put up photos of the West Bank city of Hebron,
where the family lived. He said they wanted to educate his American customers that Hebron was not all "tents and camels," but
a real modern city. The city is also the scene of fierce conflicts between Israeli troops and Palestinian residents.

Tariq said he and his brother, whom customers often think are twins, never got into arguments with anyone. "We grew up not
to hate people -- to love people," Tariq said. "It is really sad."

For the most part, Tariq said, neighborhood residents and customers treated the brothers warmly. He admits that he has no reason
to label his brother's murder a hate crime, other than his own private feeling.

Even the police chief patronized the store, usually on Saturday mornings to drink coffee, buy a few scratch-off lottery tickets and
chat with whoever showed up. "Khalid and Tariq are just friendly guys, always smiling, handsome and nice guys," Messerich
said. "I don't think anybody had any problem with them."

Hate crime or not, the murder is extremely unusual. Dakota County Attorney James Backstrom said he cannot recall a murder
during the course of a robbery in the last 25 years in the entire county.

Messerich said Khalid is the first homicide victim in the city of 20,000 residents in as many as five years. Sabreen's Supermarket
was robbed three years ago, Messerich said, but that crime was solved. He said that small, out-of-the-way, not particularly well-
lit stores such as Sabreen's are inviting targets for some robbers.

Family and friends will discuss with Messerich today whether to set up a reward to help solve the crime.

Tariq said his parents live in United Arab Emirates. He also has two brothers and two sisters.

A wake was held for Khalid at Masjid Al-Huda mosque in northeast Minneapolis. The funeral is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. today
at a mosque in Columbia Heights, followed by burial in an Islamic cemetery in Roseville, a family friend said.

Tariq said his brother wanted to be buried in Hebron, but Islamic tradition calls for burial to take place as quickly as possible.

Brian Bonner can be reached at bbonner@pioneerpress.com or (651) 228-2173. Staff writer Amy Sherman contributed to this
story.

4 Photos
1-3) Photos by Craig Borck, Pioneer Press
1) A photo of Khalid Bakkri is taped to the door of his brother Tariq Bakkri's home with a message that directs friends and
family to the mosque.
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2) South St. Paul police officer Cory Kochendorfer waits outside Sabreen's Supermarket on Monday while state crime
investigators go over the scene of Sunday night's shooting. Clerk Khalid Bakkri, 25, was killed in an apparent robbery.
3) Store proprietor Tariq Bakkri, left, said he checked on his brother Khalid just minutes before the shooting. Police investigators
were continuing to question a store customer and at least two other eyewitnesses. Family friend Nihad Rizeq is at right.
4) PHOTO COURTESY OF BAKKRI FAMILY
The funeral for Khalid Bakkri is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. today at a mosque in Columbia Heights.
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Date Call Start Time Length of Call Call End Time Time Until Next 
Call (h:mm) Phone Number Incoming / Outgoing Caller Location of Number

12/22/2002 0:01 0:00:17 0:01 10:15 651-340-5772 Outgoing D.M.
12/22/2002 10:17 0:03:40 10:20 0:00 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/22/2002 10:21 0:00:07 10:21 0:01 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/22/2002 10:23 0:01:17 10:24 0:32 651-776-4241 Incoming 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/22/2002 10:57 0:00:22 10:57 0:16 651-227-1204 Outgoing Economy Inn
12/22/2002 11:14 0:00:28 11:14 1:02 651-776-4241 Incoming 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/22/2002 12:17 0:00:47 12:17 0:02 651-776-4241 Incoming 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/22/2002 12:20 0:01:06 12:21 0:04 651-245-2323 Incoming Unknown Incoming 
12/22/2002 12:26 0:00:40 12:26 0:01 651-245-2323 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 12:28 0:00:54 12:28 0:43 651-245-2323 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 13:12 0:07:46 13:19 0:01 651-340-5774 Incoming Unknown Incoming 
12/22/2002 13:21 0:07:19 13:28 0:12 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White St. Paul
12/22/2002 13:41 0:00:15 13:41 0:04 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/22/2002 13:46 0:02:03 13:48 0:00 651-772-8334 Incoming D.E. Landline
12/22/2002 13:48 0:02:37 13:50 0:07 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White Incoming 
12/22/2002 13:58 0:00:11 13:58 0:00 651-330-3618 Outgoing T.W.
12/22/2002 13:59 0:00:10 13:59 0:00 651-330-3618 Outgoing T.W.
12/22/2002 14:00 0:06:10 14:06 0:26 651-748-0367 Outgoing P.C.
12/22/2002 14:33 0:00:51 14:33 0:07 612-414-6055 Outgoing C.T.
12/22/2002 14:41 0:00:25 14:41 0:00 651-330-2767 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:42 0:00:29 14:42 0:09 651-340-2767 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:52 0:00:49 14:52 0:00 651-793-0936 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:53 0:00:07 14:53 0:00 651-330-2543 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:53 0:00:11 14:53 0:00 651-330-2543 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:53 0:00:51 14:53 0:00 651-330-2543 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 14:54 0:01:00 14:55 0:30 763-670-7710 Incoming Unknown CHI Incoming 
12/22/2002 15:25 0:02:46 15:27 0:22 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/22/2002 15:50 0:01:15 15:51 0:17 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White Incoming 
12/22/2002 16:09 0:00:29 16:09 0:01 651-222-4433 Outgoing Yellow Cab
12/22/2002 16:11 0:00:08 16:11 0:00 651-654-1991 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 16:12 0:00:12 16:12 0:00 651-644-4337 Incoming Unknown Incoming 
12/22/2002 16:12 0:01:36 16:13 0:17 651-493-1202 Outgoing M.B.
12/22/2002 16:31 0:01:15 16:32 0:00 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/22/2002 16:32 0:01:10 16:33 0:22 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B. Incoming 
12/22/2002 16:56 0:00:24 16:56 0:00 651-493-8922 Outgoing T.E.
12/22/2002 16:56 0:00:20 16:56 0:02 612-388-0203 Outgoing A.M.
12/22/2002 16:59 0:00:39 16:59 0:00 651-291-0719 Outgoing C.T.
12/22/2002 17:00 0:00:21 17:00 0:04 612-388-0203 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 17:05 0:02:24 17:07 0:00 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White Incoming 
12/22/2002 17:08 0:00:17 17:08 0:00 414-933-9228 Outgoing Unknown MKE
12/22/2002 17:09 0:00:30 17:09 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:10 0:00:21 17:10 0:00 651-340-3663 Outgoing S.B
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12/22/2002 17:11 0:02:15 17:13 0:00 651-772-4028 Outgoing E.W.
12/22/2002 17:14 0:00:06 17:14 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:14 0:00:12 17:14 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:15 0:00:10 17:15 0:03 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:19 0:00:34 17:19 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 17:19 0:00:14 17:19 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 17:20 0:00:08 17:20 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:20 0:04:58 17:24 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:25 0:04:12 17:29 0:00 651-227-1204 Incoming Economy Inn Incoming 
12/22/2002 17:29 0:04:16 17:33 0:00 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 17:34 0:00:17 17:34 0:00 651-310-0544 Outgoing A.S.
12/22/2002 17:34 0:00:08 17:34 0:00 651-206-6154 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 17:35 0:00:31 17:35 0:00 651-748-0367 Outgoing P.C.
12/22/2002 17:35 0:00:39 17:35 0:07 651-263-2068 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 17:43 0:03:34 17:46 0:02 651-772-4028 Outgoing E.W.
12/22/2002 17:49 0:09:44 17:58 0:04 651-493-4847 Outgoing D.B.
12/22/2002 18:03 0:00:29 18:03 0:00 651-340-4792 Outgoing D.F.
12/22/2002 18:04 0:00:31 18:04 0:00 651-488-2773 Outgoing N.B.
12/22/2002 18:05 0:01:44 18:06 0:01 651-488-2773 Outgoing N.B.
12/22/2002 18:08 0:04:53 18:12 0:00 651-330-3618 Outgoing T.W.
12/22/2002 18:13 0:09:27 18:22 0:00 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White
12/22/2002 18:18 0:01:07 18:19 0:09 651-330-3618 Incoming T.W. Incoming 
12/22/2002 18:29 0:01:34 18:30 0:01 651-489-8466 Outgoing Club Cancun
12/22/2002 18:32 0:12:48 18:44 0:01 651-772-4028 Outgoing E.W.
12/22/2002 18:46 0:00:21 18:46 0:00 414-933-9228 Outgoing Unknown Milwaukee Milwaukee
12/22/2002 18:46 0:01:43 18:47 0:14 414-933-4015 Outgoing Ida Townsend Cell
12/22/2002 19:02 0:01:09 19:03 0:07 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/22/2002 19:11 0:00:12 19:11 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 19:12 0:01:27 19:13 0:03 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 19:17 0:01:42 19:18 0:11 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B. Incoming 
12/22/2002 19:30 0:01:05 19:31 0:02 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 19:34 0:01:30 19:35 0:00 651-340-5824 Outgoing Rochelle Perez
12/22/2002 19:36 0:00:18 19:36 0:00 651-769-0101 Outgoing Misdial
12/22/2002 19:36 0:05:16 19:41 0:00 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White
12/22/2002 19:42 0:00:46 19:42 0:01 612-332-0790 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 19:44 0:09:53 19:53 0:06 773-783-3952 Outgoing J.R. Chicago
12/22/2002 20:00 0:01:48 20:01 0:03 651-221-0324 Incoming Unknown Incoming 
12/22/2002 20:05 0:00:23 20:05 0:00 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 20:05 0:00:45 20:05 0:01 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 20:07 0:00:21 20:07 0:01 651-330-0774 Outgoing T.J.
12/22/2002 20:09 0:00:18 20:09 0:03 651-340-3686 Outgoing Takiya Simmons
12/22/2002 20:13 0:00:20 20:13 0:04 651-493-9348 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 20:18 0:00:29 20:18 0:01 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 20:20 0:00:33 20:20 0:00 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
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12/22/2002 20:21 0:00:13 20:21 0:00 651-230-3884 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 20:21 0:00:15 20:21 0:00 651-230-3884 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 20:22 0:00:03 20:22 0:00 651-230-4338 Outgoing A.P.
12/22/2002 20:22 0:00:41 20:22 0:00 651-230-4338 Outgoing A.P.
12/22/2002 20:23 0:00:26 20:23 0:00 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 20:24 0:00:28 20:24 0:00 651-645-0575 Outgoing J.F.
12/22/2002 20:25 0:00:20 20:25 0:00 651-643-0575 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 20:26 0:00:35 20:26 0:00 612-990-5007 Outgoing Tommie Crawford
12/22/2002 20:27 0:24:01 20:51 0:01 651-340-3686 Outgoing Takiya Simmons
12/22/2002 20:53 0:21:29 21:14 0:00 651-227-8801 Incoming Economy Inn Incoming 
12/22/2002 21:15 0:00:24 21:15 0:00 651-271-0626 Outgoing J.S.
12/22/2002 21:16 0:01:09 21:17 0:00 651-271-0626 Outgoing J.S.
12/22/2002 21:17 0:00:49 21:17 0:01 651-340-3686 Outgoing Takiya Simmons
12/22/2002 21:19 0:00:45 21:19 0:00 651-330-3618 Outgoing T.W.
12/22/2002 21:20 0:02:41 21:22 0:08 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 21:31 0:08:07 21:39 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 21:40 0:00:24 21:40 0:00 651-387-3727 Outgoing M.D.
12/22/2002 21:40 0:00:17 21:40 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 21:41 0:01:45 21:42 0:01 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White St. Paul
12/22/2002 21:44 0:00:11 21:44 0:00 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White Incoming 
12/22/2002 21:45 0:00:15 21:45 0:00 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White Incoming 
12/22/2002 21:45 0:00:18 21:45 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 21:46 0:06:23 21:52 0:05 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 21:58 0:01:12 21:59 0:08 651-340-5824 Outgoing Rochelle Perez
12/22/2002 22:08 0:00:34 22:08 0:07 651-340-4929 Outgoing N.J.
12/22/2002 22:16 0:03:27 22:19 0:23 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/22/2002 22:43 0:01:15 22:44 0:18 651-340-5772 Incoming D.M. Incoming 
12/22/2002 23:03 0:00:24 23:03 0:00 651-493-4847 Outgoing D.B.
12/22/2002 23:04 0:00:18 23:04 0:00 651-493-9358 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 23:04 0:00:16 23:04 0:00 651-493-9348 Outgoing Unknown
12/22/2002 23:05 0:00:14 23:05 0:00 651-387-2969 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 23:06 0:01:12 23:07 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 23:08 0:09:47 23:17 0:00 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/22/2002 23:18 0:00:55 23:18 0:00 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/22/2002 23:19 0:00:39 23:19 0:13 651-776-5263 Outgoing S.J.
12/22/2002 23:33 0:00:58 23:33 0:00 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White
12/23/2002 0:05 0:00:11 0:05 0:03 651-476-4241 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 0:09 0:00:54 0:09 0:00 651-587-1823 Outgoing Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 0:10 0:00:07 0:10 0:00 651-587-1823 Outgoing Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 0:11 0:00:55 0:11 0:00 651-227-1179 Incoming Economy Inn
12/23/2002 0:12 0:01:36 0:13 0:00 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 0:12 0:05:32 0:17 0:12 651-227-1204 Incoming Economy Inn
12/23/2002 0:30 0:00:19 0:30 0:27 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 0:58 0:00:29 0:58 0:00 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha Landline
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12/23/2002 0:59 0:00:42 0:59 0:00 651-587-1823 Outgoing Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 1:00 0:02:41 1:02 0:04 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 1:07 0:03:54 1:10 0:00 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/23/2002 1:10 0:10:14 1:20 0:00 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 1:21 0:00:30 1:21 0:00 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/23/2002 1:22 0:00:05 1:22 0:00 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 1:22 0:03:12 1:25 0:00 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/23/2002 1:25 0:00:07 1:25 0:00 651-476-4241 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:25 0:00:28 1:25 0:00 651-476-4241 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:26 0:00:27 1:26 0:00 651-476-4241 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:27 0:02:08 1:29 0:02 651-340-5774 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:32 0:00:28 1:32 0:00 651-476-4241 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:32 0:02:01 1:34 0:02 651-340-5774 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 1:37 0:00:31 1:37 0:00 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha Lindline
12/23/2002 1:38 0:05:37 1:43 0:00 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 1:42 0:01:33 1:43 0:01 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 1:45 0:08:07 1:53 0:01 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 1:55 0:01:32 1:56 0:04 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 2:01 0:00:29 2:01 0:00 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/23/2002 2:01 0:08:07 2:09 0:00 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 2:10 0:08:20 2:18 0:00 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 2:18 0:00:27 2:18 0:10 651-222-4433 Outgoing Yellow Cab
12/23/2002 2:29 0:00:02 2:29 0:00 651-493-4847 Outgoing D.B.
12/23/2002 2:29 0:01:16 2:30 0:01 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White
12/23/2002 2:32 0:00:09 2:32 0:00 651-769-0181 Outgoing Yvonne White
12/23/2002 2:32 0:00:33 2:32 0:00 651-222-4433 Outgoing Yellow Cab
12/23/2002 2:33 0:04:34 2:37 0:00 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 2:37 0:00:34 2:37 0:00 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 2:38 0:03:32 2:41 0:42 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 3:24 0:01:32 3:25 0:01 651-340-5774 Incoming Unknown
12/23/2002 3:27 0:00:42 3:27 1:27 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 4:55 0:01:12 4:56 4:39 651-493-4847 Incoming D.B.
12/23/2002 9:36 0:01:06 9:37 0:41 763-300-2569 Incoming Unknown CHI Chicago
12/23/2002 10:19 0:00:28 10:19 0:16 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 10:36 0:01:45 10:37 0:44 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 11:22 0:00:29 11:22 0:00 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 11:23 0:00:51 11:23 0:02 651-398-5888 Outgoing Voicemail
12/23/2002 11:26 0:01:29 11:27 0:30 651-340-3686 Incoming Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 11:58 0:02:36 12:00 0:16 651-340-8154 Incoming S.V.
12/23/2002 12:17 0:01:32 12:18 0:27 651-340-5774 Incoming D.M.
12/23/2002 12:46 0:00:23 12:46 0:17 651-776-4241 Incoming 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/23/2002 13:04 0:01:57 13:05 0:04 651-340-3686 Incoming Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 13:10 0:00:23 13:10 0:01 651-387-6929 Outgoing Keitha McKinney Cell
12/23/2002 13:12 0:05:31 13:17 1:03 651-251-1201 Incoming Unknown
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12/23/2002 14:21 0:01:51 14:22 0:55 651-340-3686 Incoming Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 15:18 0:00:22 15:18 0:34 651-776-4241 Incoming 956 Minnehaha Landline
12/23/2002 15:53 0:02:55 15:55 0:47 651-748-0367 Incoming P.C.
12/23/2002 16:43 0:00:17 16:43 0:00 651-587-1823 Outgoing Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 16:43 0:00:13 16:43 0:00 651-587-1823 Outgoing Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 16:44 0:01:01 16:45 0:20 651-340-3686 Incoming Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 17:06 0:03:24 17:09 0:05 651-340-8154 Incoming S.V.
12/23/2002 17:15 0:02:34 17:17 0:00 612-373-3333 Outgoing Metro Transit
12/23/2002 17:18 0:01:27 17:19 0:12 651-769-0181 Incoming Yvonne White
12/23/2002 17:32 0:01:50 17:33 0:04 651-340-8154 Outgoing S.V.
12/23/2002 17:38 0:02:37 17:40 0:01 651-340-3686 Incoming Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 17:42 0:00:33 17:42 0:09 651-776-4241 Outgoing 956 Minnehaha
12/23/2002 17:52 0:00:29 17:52 0:00 651-340-5824 Outgoing Unknown
12/23/2002 17:53 0:01:29 17:54 0:12 651-222-5861 Incoming Buttery Bar
12/23/2002 18:07 0:00:16 18:07 0:00 651-340-3686 Outgoing Takiya Simmons
12/23/2002 2:18 2:18 0:14 To Yellow Cab
12/23/2002 2:32 2:32 8:54 To Yellow Cab
12/23/2002 11:26 11:26 5:17 From Takiya
12/23/2002 16:43 16:43 0:32 Kentrell Anthony Cell
12/23/2002 17:15 17:15 0:38 To Metro Transit
12/23/2002 17:53 17:53 1:26 From Colleen McManus?
12/23/2002 19:19 19:19 Kentrell Anthony Cell
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���������������	�	�
	����
�������u�	�	����
�������������������
�v������	����
��t����������
t���
���������������t��EGKKckJK̀o�G̀�efcFe�M�IjKkf�cm�aJcaHJ�HGJi���̀fJn�pKcF�fGe�kMeJ�efcjHi
State's Exhibit 2 - CRU Supporting Materials and Documents - Pg. 235

19-K6-04-000736 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota
1/5/2026 4:14 PM



������������	��
��	����
�������
�������	��������������������	�����
��	�
������	�	�������������������	�������������� �!�"#$�%��#!�& '()*+$� $� %�,#��$�� ��*" $-�./)0�&�.1�$���2#!���#,�$���%$/$�3%�$#2�+/!�",#�)�4�"$�#'()��-�$���5$$#�"�1�6�"��/+-�$#�)�/"7��$���#*$)#4��#,�/�)+#%�&�)#*�$�)/%�8���#%�& '()*+$ �%�/���/))�"$*/$�&�,#��2#!��+�%%� "4/$�%�+/"7* %� "7�.�� "&�2� %#"�!/++%89:	��	��;��	�����
������<�	����;�����	���=>?�;��	�
�����
��	�����
��������
	��
���	���		������	��	���
����
	�����	�������
�	�����������
����	������	������;�����@�����A��	���������	������
�������;�	�;��������
�	��������������������������
����
	����;�������B
�
	��������������
��;���
�
����	����������CD�CEF5G�ECHICJ�KL�MIFFCNK�5�5��KEFCO�6CFCE5G3N�PKFHIP�IKF�IF�C6EI�O�QFI�

State's Exhibit 2 - CRU Supporting Materials and Documents - Pg. 236

19-K6-04-000736 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota
1/5/2026 4:14 PM



State's Exhibit 2 - CRU Supporting Materials and Documents - Pg. 237

19-K6-04-000736 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota
1/5/2026 4:14 PM



���������	�
���
����������������������������������� ���!"����#��$�%���������"�� � $��&$'�"$���$�( �� $��'�� �&�$��)*+'�#�,-.�/'+�',�01234567�8�9:;<�=<>�=?@<A�=9<�><6BC�D?AE5;<F<D�<;?D<>E<�=9:=�8�D?D>G=�9:;<�:EE<AA�=5�:=�=9<�=?@<7�5F=9:=�8�H5I>D�=9F5IJ9�DI<�D?B?J<>E<7�=9:=�8�E:>�KF<A<>=�>56�=9:=�65IBD�9:;<�9:D�:�A?J>?LE:>=�<MH<E=5>�@C�E5>;?E=?5>7N��� #������2)*��%� ��� ���!"����#��$� ���+#�����������OP��Q%#�( ���$&�� ��������'����� ������� �$�,���$���� �*����#��� ���"'$( ����*��R����S�' T��.$'���"� #���#� �#+��#�� ����������#�U� �*$+��� �&$'������ �������������2�3V9<�W=:=<�5H�X?>><A5=:�?A�H5IB7�@:>7�<AK<E?:BBC�=9<�K5B?E<Y�V9?A�?A�F<:BY�Z?>G=�>5=9?>J@:D<�IK7N��!"'����#������23X<�K<FA5>:BBC7�8�D5>G=�H<<B�=9:=�:�[IDJ<�E:>�B55\�:=�=9<�<;?D<>E<�8�9:;<�5HK5B?E<�E5FFIK=?5>�:>D�:BB�=9<A<�6?=><AA<A�:>D�=9<?F�=<A=?@5>C�A=:=<@<>=A:]5I=�]<?>J�<?=9<F�E5<FE<D7�=9F<:=<><D�5F�]F?]<D�?>=5�H:BA<�=<A=?@5>C�:J:?>A=@<Y�8�D5>G=�=9?>\�:�[IDJ<�E:>�B55\�K:A=�=9:=�̂I>B<AA�9<GA�E5FFIK=�=55_YN*̀ � "������)*���$+'��"�� � $��� ���� T��,�/��'�( ���#�/,�a�T$���b$+��,�c��$'��,�d��*,�d����-��*$�*�#"'�( $+��,�#�� �#���������%� ���2�c�efghijklmi�no�lfppoin�qmrjq�solnl�eoi�tjgsmuvnnplwxxyyyzroefgh{mzso{xexpqmjlm|lfppoin|pvkqkp|}jgsm~��*���'� ��#�$(�'�����$&��*����P-PPP��$������$&�.�/2�0�-�0P0�2���.' #�,-�.�/2�0�-�������������� ��*$�# ������ogqkgm�m}mgn�uvnnplwxxyyyzm}mgn�iknmzso{xmx�flnksm|imjyj�mgmh|��|�mji|�rvn|eoi|eimmho{|ykqq|imjsv|nvm|sofinioo{|nks�mnl|�������������~����'� ������O0��P�"2�2�bS)� �( � ����+""$'��'�-�#($������&$'�U+�� �����#���# �2�)*���$�&�'����� �������$��*�'��3\<C�L>D?>JA7�D<=:?BA�5H�=9<�B<J:BK<=?=?5>�@<@57��:>D��:>=?E?K:=<D�><�=�A=<KA�?>�=9<�[ID?E?:B�KF5E<AAYN3�IA=?E<�:>D�B?]<F=C�A95IBD>G=�]<�:�BI�IFC�H5F�K<5KB<�5H�E5B5F�5F�K<5KB<�695�D5>G=�9:;<�=9<�HI>DA�=5:E�I?F<�?=7N��� #������-��*$�����$',�*����*+��&�'�'�������#���U+�� ����,�����"' $' � � ����$�( �� $���$(�'�'+�*2
State's Exhibit 2 - CRU Supporting Materials and Documents - Pg. 238

19-K6-04-000736 Filed in District Court
State of Minnesota
1/5/2026 4:14 PM



��������	
��
��	�������	
�������������	��
���	������	����	� 	
!����"��!�	��	#���	��!	$%&	%���!�'�����())"����!�!���*���+�),-,.)���
��/������/��������������/0
���/������/����/� /�!����"��!�/��/1���/2�!/�!"/!���!�)3	4	56789	:;:<=>?	@ABC	DDE	DFDGE	HIA?HJ	HIK	JALMN	LOHAM	HPA	QLHLR	NPKKHS?TE	HPA	UMAA	VPSRSW	XL?BA	HALY	PARZ	L	WMANNBK?QAMA?BA	S?	[K\HP	[LS?H	VL\R	?ALM	HPA	NSHA	KQ	IPAMA	[L]MAA?̂N	[\WAMYLM_AH	\NAZ	HK	]A	RKBLHAZC	̀abcde	f6ge	e9h	fi7jk	ei	lgif	e96e	a	6m	nggi8hgeop	XL?BA	NLSZ	IPSRA	BLRRS?T	S?	HK	HPA	WMANNAMC	qPSRANWAL_S?T	MAYKHARJE	XL?BA	PARZ	DD	NABK?ZN	KQ	NSRA?BA	QKM	rPLRAZ	sRtuL_MSE	NWK_A	L]K\H	PSN	BLNA	L?ZHKK_	v\ANHSK?NC	wALZ	x?SBKM?	wSKĤN	yz{|}~y��}�	�����|	����	��||�����z�}�����}�|��}�����������yyz�}|�~��y����~�������|}��~���~��}{}�~�����~��~����~���}�������~��~yz������	L?Z	NAA	HPA	�SZAK	]ARKIC
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Review

Planting misinformation in the human mind:
A 30-year investigation of the malleability
of memory
Elizabeth F. Loftus
Department of Psychology and Social Behavior, University of California–Irvine, Irvine, California 92697-7085, USA

The misinformation effect refers to the impairment in memory for the past that arises after exposure to misleading
information. The phenomenon has been investigated for at least 30 years, as investigators have addressed a number
of issues. These include the conditions under which people are especially susceptible to the negative impact of
misinformation, and conversely when are they resistant. Warnings about the potential for misinformation sometimes
work to inhibit its damaging effects, but only under limited circumstances. The misinformation effect has been
observed in a variety of human and nonhuman species. And some groups of individuals are more susceptible than
others. At a more theoretical level, investigators have explored the fate of the original memory traces after exposure
to misinformation appears to have made them inaccessible. This review of the field ends with a brief discussion of the
newer work involving misinformation that has explored the processes by which people come to believe falsely that
they experienced rich complex events that never, in fact, occurred.

In 2005 the journal Learning & Memory published the first experi-
mental work using neuroimaging to reveal the underlying
mechanisms of the “misinformation effect,” a phenomenon that
had captured the interest of memory researchers for over a quar-
ter century (Okado and Stark 2005). These new investigators used
a variation of the standard three-stage procedure typical in stud-
ies of misinformation. Their subjects first saw several complex
events, for example one involving a man stealing a girl’s wallet.
Next some of the subjects got misinformation about the event,
such as the fact that the girl’s arm was hurt in the process (rather
than her neck). Finally the subjects were asked to remember what
they saw in the original event. Many claimed that they saw the
misinformation details in the original event. For example, they
remembered seeing the arm being hurt, not the neck. Overall, the
misinformation was remembered as being part of the original
event about 47% of the time. So, expectedly, a robust impair-
ment of memory was produced by exposure to misinformation—
the misinformation effect. But the researchers’ new work had a
twist: They went on to show that the neural activity that oc-
curred while the subjects processed the events and later the mis-
information predicted whether a misinformation effect would
occur.

In an essay that accompanied the Okado and Stark findings,
I placed their results within the context of 30 years of research on
behavioral aspects of the misinformation effect (Loftus 2005).
Their work received much publicity, and boosted public interest
in the misinformation effect as a scientific phenomenon. For
example, WebMD (Hitti 2005) touted the new findings showing
that brain scans can predict whether the memories would be
accurate or would be infected with misinformation. And the Ca-
nadian press applauded the study as being the first to investigate
how the brain encodes misinformation (Toronto Star 2005).

So what do we know about the misinformation effect after
30 years? The degree of distortion in memory observed in the
Okado and Stark neuroimaging study has been found in hun-
dreds of studies involving a wide variety of materials. People have

recalled nonexistent objects such as broken glass. They have been
misled into remembering a yield sign as a stop sign, hammers as
screwdrivers, and even something large, like a barn, that was not
part of the bucolic landscape by which an automobile happened
to be driving. Details have been planted into memory for simu-
lated events that were witnessed (e.g. a filmed accident), but also
into memory for real-world events such as the planting of
wounded animals (that were not seen) into memory for the scene
of a tragic terrorist bombing that actually had occurred in Russia
a few years earlier (Nourkova et al. 2004). The misinformation
effect is the name given to the change (usually for the worse) in
reporting that arises after receipt of misleading information.
Over its now substantial history, many questions about the mis-
information effect have been addressed, and findings bearing on
a few key ones are summarized here.

1. Under what conditions are people particularly susceptible to
the negative impact of misinformation? (The When Question)

2. Can people be warned about misinformation, and successfully
resist its damaging influence?

3. Are some types of people particularly susceptible? (The Who
Question)

4. When misinformation has been embraced by individuals,
what happens to their original memory?

5. What is the nature of misinformation memories?
6. How far can you go with people in terms of the misinforma-

tion you can plant in memory?

The When Question
Long ago, researchers showed that certain experimental condi-
tions are associated with greater susceptibility to misinformation.
So, for example, people are particularly prone to having their
memories be affected by misinformation when it is introduced
after the passage of time has allowed the original event memory
to fade (Loftus et al. 1978). One reason this may be true is that
with the passage of time, the event memory is weakened, and
thus, there is less likelihood that a discrepancy is noticed while
the misinformation is being processed. In the extreme, with su-
per-long time intervals between an event and subsequent misin-
formation, the event memory might be so weak that it is as if it
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had not been presented at all. No discrepancy between the mis-
information and original memory would be detected, and the
subject might readily embrace the misinformation. These ideas
led to the proposal of a fundamental principle for determining
when changes in recollection after misinformation would occur:
the Discrepancy Detection principle (Tousignant et al. 1986). It
essentially states that recollections are more likely to change if a
person does not immediately detect discrepancies between mis-
information and memory for the original event. Of course, it
should be kept in mind that false memories can still occur even
if a discrepancy is noticed. The rememberer sometimes thinks,
“Gee, I thought I saw a stop sign, but the new information men-
tions a yield sign, I guess I must be wrong and it was a yield sign.”
(Loftus and Hoffman 1989).

The other important time interval is the period between the
misinformation and the test. One study asked subjects to say
whether a key item was part of the event only, part of the mis-
information, in both parts, or in neither. Misinformation effects
occur when subjects say that the item is part of the event only, or
that the item was in both parts. Overall, subjects were slightly
more likely to say “both” (22%) than “event only” (17%). But the
timing of the test affected these ratios. With a short interval
between the misinformation and the test, subjects are less likely
to claim that the misinformation item was in the event only
(Higham 1998). This makes sense. If subjects have recently read
the misinformation they might well remember doing so when
tested and at the same time might also incorrectly believe that
they also saw the misinformation detail during an original event.

Temporarily changing someone’s state can increase misin-
formation effects. So for example, if people are led to believe that
they have drunk alcohol, they are more susceptible (Assefi and
Garry 2002), and when people are hypnotized, they are more
susceptible (Scoboria et al. 2002). These temporary states may
have the effect of disrupting the ability of subjects to detect dis-
crepancies between the misinformation and what remains of
their original memory.

Warnings
Long ago, researchers showed that warning people about the fact
that they might in the future be exposed to misinformation
sometimes helps them resist the misinformation. However, a
warning given after the misinformation had been processed did
not improve the ability to resist its damaging effects (Greene et
al. 1982). The lack of effectiveness of post-misinformation warn-
ings presumably occurred because the misinformation had al-
ready been incorporated into the memory and an altered
memory now existed in the mind of the individual. The research
on warnings fits well with the Discrepancy Detection principle. If
people are warned prior to reading post-event information that
the information might be misleading, they can better resist its
influence, perhaps by increasing the likelihood that the person
scrutinizes the post-event information for discrepancies.

More recent work suggests that warning people that they
may have in the past been exposed to misinformation (post-
misinformation warnings) may have some success, but only in
limited circumstances. In one study, an immediate post-
misinformation warning helped subjects resist the misinforma-
tion, but only when the misinformation was in a relatively low
state of accessibility. With highly accessible misinformation, the
immediate post-misinformation warnings didn’t work at all. (The
accessibility of misinformation can be enhanced by presenting it
multiple times versus a single time). Moreover, it didn’t seem to
matter whether the warning was quite general or item-specific
(Eakin et al. 2003). The general warning informed subjects that
the narrative they had read referred to some objects and events

from the slides in an inaccurate way. The specific warning ex-
plicitly mentioned the misleading details (e.g., they would be
told the misinformation was about the tool). Eakin et al. ex-
plained these results with several hypotheses. They favored a
suppression hypothesis, which states that when people get a
warning, they suppress the misinformation and it has less ability
to interfere with answering on the final test. Moreover they sug-
gested that the entire context of the misinformation might be
suppressed by the warning. Suppression might have more trouble
working when misinformation is too accessible. Also, highly ac-
cessible misinformation might distract the subject from thinking
to scrutinize the misinformation for discrepancies from some
presumably overwhelmed original event memory.

The Who Question
Misinformation affects some people more than others. For one
thing, age matters. In general young children are more suscep-
tible to misinformation than are older children and adults (see
Ceci and Bruck 1993). Moreover, the elderly are more susceptible
than are younger adults (Karpel et al. 2001; Davis and Loftus
2005). These age effects may be telling us something about the
role of cognitive resources, since we also know that misinforma-
tion effects are stronger when attentional resources are limited.
In thinking about these age effects, it should probably be em-
phasized that suggestion-induced distortion in memory is a phe-
nomenon that occurs with people of all ages, even if it is more
pronounced with certain age groups.

In terms of personality variables, several have been shown
to be associated with greater susceptibility to misinformation
such as empathy, absorption, and self-monitoring. The more one
has self-reported lapses in memory and attention, the more sus-
ceptible one is to misinformation effects. So, for example, Wright
and Livingston-Raper (2002) showed that about 10% of the vari-
ance in susceptibility to misinformation is accounted for by dis-
sociation scores that measure the frequency of such experiences
as how often a person can’t remember whether he did something
or just thought about doing that thing (see Davis and Loftus 2005
for a review of these personality variables).

Interestingly, misinformation effects have also been ob-
tained with some unusual subject samples, including three-
month-old infants (Rovee-Collier et al. 1993), gorillas (Schwartz
et al. 2004), and even with pigeons and rats (Harper and Garry
2000; M. Garry and D.N. Harper, in prep.). One challenging as-
pect of these studies is finding ways to determine that misinfor-
mation had taken hold in species that are unable to explicitly say
so. Take pigeons, for example. They have an amazing ability to
remember pictures that they were shown as long as two years
earlier (Vaughan and Greene 1983, 1984). But their otherwise
good memory can be disrupted by misinformation. In two dif-
ferent studies, Harper and Garry examined misinformation ef-
fects in pigeons by using an entirely visual paradigm (see also M.
Garry and D.N. Harper, in prep.). First, the pigeons saw a light
(let’s say a red light). They had been trained over many many
trials to peck the light to show that they had paid attention to it.
After they pecked the light, it turned off. After a delay, the pi-
geons were exposed to post-event information, where they saw
either the same colored light or a different colored light. They
had to peck this light, too. Then came the test: The pigeons saw
the original light and a novel colored light. If they pecked the
originally correct color, they got food. If they pecked the novel
color, they got no food. The pigeons were more accurate when
the post-event experience did not mislead them. Moreover, like
humans, pigeons are more susceptible to the misinformation if it
occurs later in the original–final test interval than if it occurs
early in that interval. M. Garry and D.N. Harper (in prep.) make
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the point that knowing that pigeons and humans respond the
same way to misleading information provides more evidence
that the misinformation effect is not just a simple matter of ret-
rograde interference. Retrograde interference is a mere disruption
in performance, not a biasing effect. That is, it typically makes
memory worse, but does not pull for any particular wrong an-
swer. But for pigeons, like humans, who use the misinformation
differentially depending on when they are exposed to it, the
misinformation appears to have a specific biasing effect too. The
observation of a misinformation effect in nonverbal creatures
also suggests that the misinformation effects are not a product of
mere demand characteristics. That is, they are not produced by
“people” who give a response just to please the experimenter,
even when it is not the response they think they should give.

The fate of the original memory?
One of the most fundamental questions one can ask about
memory is the question about the permanence of our long-term
memories. If information makes it way into our long-term
memories, does it stay there permanently even when we can’t
retrieve it on demand? Or do memory traces once stored become
susceptible to decay or damage or alteration? In this context, we
can pose the more specific question: When misinformation is
accepted and incorporated into a person’s recollection, what
happens to their original memory? Does the misinformation im-
pair the original memory, perhaps by altering the once-formed
traces? Or does the misinformation cause retrieval impairment,
possibly by making the original memory less accessible?

A lively debate developed in the 1980s when several inves-
tigators rejected the notion that misinformation causes any type
of impairment of memory (McCloskey and Zaragoza 1985). In-
stead, they explicitly and boldly pressed the idea that misinfor-
mation had no effect on the original event memory. Misinfor-
mation, according to this view, merely influences the reports of
subjects who never encoded (or for other reasons can’t recall) the
original event. Instead of guessing at what they saw, these sub-
jects would be lured into producing the misinformation re-
sponse. Alternatively, the investigators argued that misinforma-
tion effects could be arising because subjects remember both
sources of information but select the misleading information be-
cause, after deliberation, they conclude it must be correct.

To support their position, McCloskey and Zaragoza (1985)
devised a new type of test. Suppose the subjects saw a burglar pick
up a hammer and received the misinformation that it was a
screwdriver. The standard test would allow subjects to select be-
tween a hammer and a screwdriver. On the standard test, control
subjects who had not received the misinformation would tend to
select the hammer. Many subjects exposed to misinformation
(called misled subjects) would, of course, select the screwdriver,
producing the usual misinformation test. In the new test, called
the “Modified Test,” the misinformation option is excluded as a
response alternative. That is, the subjects have to choose between
a hammer and a totally novel item, wrench. With the modified
test, subjects were very good at selecting the original event item
(hammer, in this example), leading McCloskey and Zaragoza to
argue that it was not necessary to assume any memory impair-
ment at all—neither impairment of traces nor impairment of
access to traces. Yet later analyses of a collection of studies using
the modified test showed that small misinformation effects were
obtained even when these unusual types of tests were employed
(Ayers and Reder 1998), and even when nonverbal species were
the subjects of the experiments.

While space is too limited to present the myriad paradigms
that were devised by investigators wishing to explore the fate of
the original memory (e.g., Wagenaar and Boer 1987; Belli 1989;

Tversky and Tuchin 1989), suffice it to say that the entire debate
heightened appreciation for the different ways by which people
come to report a misinformation item as their memory. Some-
times this occurs because they have no original memory (it was
never stored or it has faded). Sometimes this occurs because of
deliberation. And sometimes it appears as if the original event
memories have been impaired in the process of contemplating
misinformation. Moreover, the idea that you can plant an item
into someone’s memory (apart from whether you have impaired
any previous traces) was downright interesting in its own right.

The nature of misinformation memories
Subjectively, what are misinformation memories like? One at-
tempt to explore this issue compared the memories of a yield sign
that had actually been seen in a simulated traffic accident, to the
memories of other subjects who had not seen the sign but had it
suggested to them (Schooler et al. 1986). The verbal descriptions
of the “unreal” memories were longer, contained more verbal
hedges (I think I saw . . .), more references to cognitive opera-
tions (After seeing the sign the answer I gave was more of an
immediate impression . . .), and fewer sensory details. Thus sta-
tistically a group of real memories might be different from a
group of unreal ones. Of course, many of the unreal memory
descriptions contained verbal hedges and sensory detail, making
it extremely difficult to take a single memory report and reliably
classify it as real or unreal. (Much later, neurophysiological work
would attempt to distinguish real from unreal memories, a point
we return to later).

A different approach to the nature of misinformation
memories came from the work of Zaragoza and Lane (1994) who
asked this question: Do people confuse the misleading sugges-
tions for their “real memories” of the witnessed event? They
asked this question because of the real possibility that subjects
could be reporting misinformation because they believed it was
true, even if they had no specific memory of seeing it. After
numerous experiments in which subject were asked very specific
questions about their memory for the source of suggested items
that they were embracing, the investigators concluded that mis-
led subjects definitely do sometimes come to remember seeing
things that were merely suggested to them. They referred to the
phenomenon as the “source misattribution effect.” But they also
noted that the size of the effect can vary, and emphasized that
source misattributions are not inevitable after exposure to sug-
gestive misinformation.

How much misinformation can you plant in one mind?:
Rich false memories
It is one thing to change a stop sign into a yield sign, to make a
person believe that a crime victim was hurt in the arm instead of
the neck, or to add a detail to an otherwise intact memory. But it
is quite another thing to plant an entire memory for an event
that never happened. Researchers in the mid-1990s devised a
number of techniques for planting whole events, or what have
been called “rich false memories.” One study used scenarios
made up by relatives of subjects, and planted false memories of
being lost for an extended time in a shopping mall at age 6 and
rescued by an elderly person (Loftus 1993; Loftus and Pickrell
1995). Other studies used similar methods to plant a false
memory that as a child the subject had had an accident at a
family wedding (Hyman Jr. et al. 1995), had been a victim of a
vicious animal attack (Porter et al. 1999), or that he or she had
nearly drowned and had to be rescued by a lifeguard (Heaps and
Nash 2001).

Planting misinformation in the human mind
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Sometimes subjects will start with very little memory, but
after several suggestive interviews filled with misinformation
they will recall the false events in quite a bit of detail. In one
study, a subject received the suggestion that he or she went to the
hospital at age 4 and was diagnosed as having low blood sugar
(Ost et al. 2005). At first the subject remembered very little:
“. . . I can’t remember anything about the hospital or the place.
It was the X general hospital where my mum used to work? She
used to work in the baby ward there . . . but I can’t . . . no. I know
if I was put under hypnosis or something I’d be able to remember
it better, but I honestly can’t remember.” Yet in the final inter-
view in week 3, the subject developed a more detailed memory
and even incorporated thoughts at the time into the recollection:
“ . . . I don’t remember much about the hospital except I know it
was a massive, huge place. I was 5 years old at the time and I was
like ‘oh my God I don’t really want to go into this place, you
know it’s awful’ . . . but I had no choice. They did a blood test on
me and found out that I had a low blood sugar . . .”

Taken together these studies show the power of this strong
form of suggestion. It has led many subjects to believe or even
remember in detail events that did not happen, that were com-
pletely manufactured with the help of family members, and that
would have been traumatic had they actually happened.

Some investigators have called this strong form of sugges-
tion the “familial informant false narrative procedure” (Lindsay
et al. 2004); others find the term awfully cumbersome, and prefer
to simply call the procedure the “lost-in-the-mall” technique,
after the first study that used the procedure. Across many studies
that have now utilized the “lost-in-the-mall” procedure, an av-

erage of ∼30% of subjects have gone on to produce either partial
or complete false memory (Lindsay et al. 2004). Other tech-
niques, such as those involving guided imagination (see Libby
2003 for an example), suggestive dream interpretation, or expo-
sure to doctored photographs, have also led subjects to believe
falsely that they experienced events in their distant and even in
their recent past (for review, see Loftus 2003).

A concern about the recent work showing the creation of
very rich false beliefs and memories is that these might reflect
true experiences that have been resurrected from memory by the
suggestive misinformation. To counter that concern, some inves-
tigators have tried to plant implausible or impossible false memo-
ries. In several studies subjects were led to believe that they met
Bugs Bunny at a Disney Resort after exposure to fake ads for
Disney that featured Bugs Bunny. An example of an ad contain-
ing the false Bugs Bunny information is shown in Figure 1; sub-
jects simply evaluate the ad on a variety of characteristics. In one
study, the single fake ad led 16% of subjects to later claim that
they had met him (Braun et al. 2002), which could not have
occurred because Bugs Bunny is a Warner Brothers character and
would not be seen at a Disney resort. Later studies showed even
higher rates of false belief, and that the ads that contained a
picture of Bugs produced more false memories than ads that con-
tained only a verbal mention (Braun-LaTour et al. 2004.) While
obviously less complex, these studies dovetail nicely with real-
world examples in which individuals have come to develop false
beliefs or memories for experiences that are implausible or im-
possible (e.g., alien abduction memories, as studied by McNally
and colleagues 2004).

Figure 1. Fake advertisements showing Bugs Bunny at a Disney resort, used to plant false beliefs in Braun et al. (2002) and Braun-LaTour et al. (2004).
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Concluding remarks
Misinformation can cause people to falsely believe that they saw
details that were only suggested to them. Misinformation can
even lead people to have very rich false memories. Once em-
braced, people can express these false memories with confidence
and detail. There is a growing body of work using neuroimaging
techniques to assist in locating parts of the brain that might be
associated with true and false memories, and these reveal the
similarities and differences in the neural signatures (e.g., Curran
et al. 2001; Fabiani et al. 2000). Those with strong interests in
neuroscience will find interesting the recent neuroimaging and
electrophysiological studies suggesting that sensory activity is
greater for true recognition than false recognition (Schacter and
Slotnick 2004). These studies suggest, more explicitly, that the
hippocampus and a few other cortical regions come into play
when people claim to have seen things that they didn’t see. But,
keep in mind that for the most part these studies are done with
relatively pallid sorts of true and false memories (e.g., large col-
lections of words or simple pictures). With the Okado and Stark
(2005) neuroimaging investigation of misinformation we are one
step closer to developing some techniques that might enable us
to use neural activity to tell whether a report about a complex
event is probably based on a true experience or whether it is based
on misinformation. We are still, however, a long way from a reliable
assessment when all we have is a single memory report to judge.

In the real world, misinformation comes in many forms.
When witnesses to an event talk with one another, when they are
interrogated with leading questions or suggestive techniques,
when they see media coverage about an event, misinformation
can enter consciousness and can cause contamination of
memory. These are not, of course, the only source of distortion in
memory. As we retrieve and reconstruct memories, distortions
can creep in without explicit external influence, and these can
become pieces of misinformation. This might be a result of in-
ference-based processes, or some automatic process, and can per-
haps help us understand the distortions we see in the absence of
explicit misinformation (e.g., Schmolck et al.’s [2000] distortions
in recollections of the O.J. Simpson trial verdict).

An obvious question arises as to why we would have evolved
to have a memory system that is so malleable in its absorption of
misinformation. One observation is that the “updating” seen in
the misinformation studies is the same kind of “updating” that
allows for correction of incorrect memories. Correct information
can supplement or distort previously stored error, and this, of
course, is a good thing. Whatever the misinformation reveals
about normal memory processes, one thing is clear: the practical
implications are significant. The obvious relevance to legal dis-
putes, and other real-world activities, makes it understandable
why the public would want to understand more about the mis-
information effect and what it tells us about our malleable
memories.
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Section: LOCAL

POLICE INVESTIGATE APPARENT ROBBERY, HOMICIDE

BODY FOUND AT MARKET; 2 SUSPECTS SOUGHT

ELLEN TOMSON, Pioneer Press

SOUTH ST. PAUL

South St. Paul police were looking for two suspects after an apparent robbery and homicide Sunday night at a family-owned
supermarket on a residential street.

Police received a couple of 911 calls just before 10 p.m., said South St. Paul Police Chief Michael Messerich. When police
arrived at Sabreen's Supermarket, between 3rd and 4th Street South on 4th Avenue South, they found a man dead on the floor.
Police would not elaborate as to how the man died.

Police say they assume the man, who was found face-down, was a clerk at the store, but as of late Sunday they had not identified
him and would not describe him.

Amjad Wadi, who arrived shortly before midnight and said he was a former owner of the building and operator of the market,
said the victim was a 21-year-old man who came here a few years ago from the United Arab Emirates. Wadi said he sold the
business to the victim's family four years ago. He would not give the man's name, but he said he was his best friend.

Wadi and three other men were visibly moved at the scene, crying and clutching each other in the street in front of the store.
One man who said he was a relative of the victim said in frustration: "He came here from Palestine two years ago. He came
here to get killed."

Officers were waiting for officials from the state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to arrive before proceeding further with the
investigation. BCA officers arrived at the scene about 11:45 p.m. and began their assessment.

Messerich said police are looking for two suspects in a relatively new model gray 4-door Cadillac. At least one person came
into the store while the two suspects were there and saw what was going on, Messerich said, before turning around and leaving.

Messerich said that in his 25 years on the force, he can't recall a death associated with a robbery in South St. Paul.
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Lee Bauer, who has lived across the street from the market for eight years, said the store is normally open until 10 p.m. and has
been in the neighborhood for decades. The market apparently was named after a daughter in the owner's family.

The market sits in the middle of a tree-lined block full of homes, mostly single-family.

Anyone with information about the case is asked to call South St. Paul police at (651) 554-3300.

Sabreen's was robbed twice in January 1999 as part of a series of burglaries and armed robberies of South St. Paul businesses,
crimes apparently committed to get money for drugs, police said at the time.

The crimes scared many employees of the affected businesses. "Everyone was nervous and afraid. A lot of places closed up
early," Capt. David Vujovich said at the time.

The string of burglaries and robberies was unusual for South St. Paul, a city that had six armed robberies in all of 1998.

Map: Pioneer Press
Sabreen's Supermarket
Photo: Chris Polydoroff, Pioneer Press
An unidentified South St. Paul police officer was one of several officers at the scene of an alleged robbery and homicide
Sunday night at Sabreen's Supermarket.
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You don't often get email from nico@ratkowskilaw.com. Learn why this is important

From: CRU Information
To: Nico Ratkowski; CRU Information
Subject: RE: Attorney Request - Phillip Vance (19-K6-04-000736)
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 2:25:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Mr. Ratkowski,
 
I write to inform you that I received your May 9, 2024, letter to the Conviction Review Unit and your
emails to the CRUinfo email address. In your letter you request immediate notification of any
decision reached by the CRU in relation to Mr. Vance’s pending application.
 
As you may know, the CRU has been investigating Mr. Philip Vance’s application since August 2021.
We recently conducted an extensive interview with Mr. Vance on March 28, 2024. We have not yet
issued a report or decision regarding his application.
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 651-583-6638.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Carrie Sperling (She/Her)
Assistant Attorney General 
Conviction Review Unit
Direct: (651) 757-1422

From: Nico Ratkowski <nico@ratkowskilaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 11:08 AM
To: CRU Information <CRUinfo@ag.state.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Attorney Request - Phillip Vance (19-K6-04-000736)
 

Following up on this

Nico Ratkowski
Ratkowski Law PLLC
332 Minnesota St., Suite W1610
St. Paul, MN 55101
E: nico@ratkowskilaw.com
P: (651) 755-5150
W: www.ratkowskilaw.com
 
 
On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 12:25 PM Nico Ratkowski <nico@ratkowskilaw.com> wrote:
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You don't often get email from nico@ratkowskilaw.com. Learn why this is important

Please find proof of my representation attached.
 
Please confirm that no decision has yet been rendered.
 
Thank you,
Nico
 
On Wed, May 8, 2024 at 2:27 PM CRU Information <CRUinfo@ag.state.mn.us> wrote:

Good afternoon,
 
This email serves as notice of receipt of your email. Before we can provide any
information about an individual applicant, we will need you to provide us with a copy of
your retainer agreement as proof of your representation.
 
Thank you,
 

Conviction Review Unit
Minnesota Attorney General’s Office
https://www.ag.state.mn.us/Office/CRU/default.asp
 

From: Nico Ratkowski <nico@ratkowskilaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 8, 2024 11:45 AM
To: CRU Information <CRUinfo@ag.state.mn.us>
Subject: Attorney Request - Phillip Vance (19-K6-04-000736)
 

Hello,
 
I am reaching out to notify the CRU that I now represent Mr. Phillip Vance in relation to case
number: 19-K6-04-000736.
 
I am requesting that I receive immediate notification of any decision reached by the CRU when
one is entered, and for confirmation that a decision has not yet been rendered.
 
Please confirm receipt of this email if at all possible.
 
Thank you,
Nico Ratkowski
 
--
Nico Ratkowski
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Ratkowski Law PLLC
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W1610
St. Paul, MN 55101
P: 651-755-5150
https://www.ratkowskilaw.com/
 
STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

This message and any attachments are covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, and may contain
information that is privileged and confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. This
communication and any attachments may also contain information protected by the attorney-client privilege. This form of communication does
not constitute a waiver of any confidentiality or applicable privileges. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that dissemination,
distribution, copying or forwarding this E-mail message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this E-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately and then delete this message and any attachments from your computer system.

Office of the Minnesota Attorney General Disclaimer: This e-mail is intended to be read only by
the intended recipient. This e-mail may be legally privileged or protected from disclosure by
law. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination of this e-mail or any attachments is
strictly prohibited, and you should refrain from reading this e-mail or examining any
attachments. If you received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and
delete this e-mail and any attachments. This electronic communication is available in
alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by contacting the sender. Thank you.

 
--
Nico Ratkowski
Ratkowski Law PLLC
332 Minnesota Street, Suite W1610
St. Paul, MN 55101
P: 651-755-5150
https://www.ratkowskilaw.com/
 
STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

This message and any attachments are covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, and may contain
information that is privileged and confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. This communication
and any attachments may also contain information protected by the attorney-client privilege. This form of communication does not constitute a
waiver of any confidentiality or applicable privileges. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that dissemination, distribution, copying
or forwarding this E-mail message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this E-mail in error, please notify the sender
immediately and then delete this message and any attachments from your computer system.
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From: Anonymous
Subject: VANCE IS INNOCENT - Alt perp info
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025 6:29:43 AM

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from anonymous1.4truthh@gmail.com. Learn why
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

Why don’t you release Philip Vance?! Haven’t you held him wrongfully long enough?!

In this email, I have copied over 40 media sources, Keith Ellison‘s office, the CRU, Governor Walz, the prosecutors
office, and the white girl fighting to free Mr. Vance. So everyone will know!

It’s time for someone to listen!!

You have the wrong guy. THAT MAN IS INNOCENT

You need to investigate, Hilder Adolfo Mendoza!!

His brother has suggested he was an accomplice as well. And he’s right under your nose in one of your prisons. At
Stillwater - Michael Medal Mendoza

With all the jailhouse informants and witnesses, you had lie on Mr. Vance, I’m shocked you don’t already have
recordings of Michael telling people he knows his brother killed that kid!

The state of Minnesota needs to do their job!
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From: Carrie Sperling
To: Leti Uzueta
Subject: FW: Philip Vance case -- an update, an insight, and a suggestion
Date: Wednesday, May 3, 2023 1:58:01 PM
Attachments: AFFIDAVIT OF DARLENE WALTON 76841954(1)-c.DOCX

 
 
Carrie Sperling (she/her)
Assistant Attorney General
Conviction Review Unit
 

From: Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2023 12:56 PM
To: Carrie Sperling <Carrie.Sperling@ag.state.mn.us>
Cc: Nadine Graves <ngraves@legalrightscenter.org>; Jason Sole <jason@jasonsole.com>; Carl M.
Warren <warr1838@stthomas.edu>; port4988@stthomas.edu; Hanna C. Day
<hanna.day@stthomas.edu>; Kate L. Byrne <byrn2985@stthomas.edu>; Nicholas Foster
<nick@vetinvestigations.com>; Olivia Gulley <Olivia.Gulley@ag.state.mn.us>
Subject: Philip Vance case -- an update, an insight, and a suggestion
 

Carrie,
 

Set out below are an update, an insight, and a suggestion.
 

(1) The update.   Despite emails, texts and voicemails from multiple members
of our team to Darlene Walton (nee Jones), we have not heard from her
recently.  So all we have concerning her story are: (a) the attached draft
affidavit that she has approved and said she would sign and return (but that
has never arrived); (b) the notes of the interview she gave to Julie Jonas of the
Innocence Project in 2017 (in which she stated that she remembers being with
Philip Vance on the evening of 12/22/02 in part because he threw her only pair
of shoes up onto the roof of the duplex on East Minnehaha Avenue); and (c)
the cell phone records that show that she made a ten minute call to Chicago on
Mr. Vance’s cell phone at 7:44 that evening.
 

(2) The insight.  Speaking of the cell phone records, when I first got involved
with this case, I assumed that the cell phone records (which show that seven
calls were made/received on Mr. Vance’s cell phone during the time of the
crime) had not been found until after the conviction.  But no.  People
apparently believed that, right before, during, and then immediately following
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their commission of a robbery and a murder, Philip Vance, Dominick Johnson,
and/or one of the South St. Paul girls (Yvonne White and Nicole Rauschnot)
used the phone as follows: 
 

(a) at 9:31 pm, the phone was used to call Dominick Johnson’s cousin Richard
“Hennessy” Robinson at his girl friend Keitha McKinney’s apartment, about a
block and a half from Sabreen’s (why not just drop by) for 8 minutes and 7
seconds (even though the cash register was opened in response to the robbery
at 9:35); 
 

(b) immediately following that call, at 9:40, the phone was used to call
651.387.3727 (belonging to a Mark Davis, whoever he is) for 24 seconds; 
 

(c) at 9:41, the phone was used to make a two minute call to the apartment
where Yvonne White was living; 
 

(d) at 9:44:41 and at 9:45:03, the phone received two incoming calls from that
same apartment; and 
 

(e) at 21:45:45 and 21:46:12, the phone was used to call Mr. Robinson at Ms.
McKinney’s apartment again (the second call lasted for 6 and a half minutes).  
 

Somehow the police and the prosecutors believed that Philip Vance, Dominick
Johnson, Yvonne White and Nicole Rauschnot, none of whom had
ever committed a violent crime before (much less collaborated with each other
in any sort of crime before), had used the phone repeatedly and at length
throughout the commission of an armed robbery and murder.  As anyone with
actual armed robbery experience will tell you, when you are committing an
armed robbery, the adrenaline is coursing through you — before, during, and
after the robbery.   You are not going to be on the phone talking to a cousin
(Mr. Robinson*) or a roommate (Amy Drager, Yvonne White’s roommate).  
 

The police and the prosecutors have even contended that these alleged
criminal neophytes made the calls specifically in order to create a cell phone
record that would disprove they had committed such a crime (much as outlined
above).  In order to make that argument, however, the police and prosecutors
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had been drinking way too much Kreager Kool-Aid.  Vance and company would
not have thought up such a ruse, let alone pulled it off.  Indeed, from any non-
addled perspective, the cell phone records are dispositive evidence of their
innocence. 
 

(3) The suggestion.  Speaking of the South St. Paul girls, interviewing Ms.
Rauschnot and Ms. White would resolve a number of issues in the case
(including those involving the phone calls). Your office should ask the Dakota
County Attorney’s office to grant them immunity in exchange for their agreeing
to be interviewed under oath (and thus still be liable for any perjury) about
where they were and what they were doing on the evening of 12/22/02. 
 

Please let us know if you have any questions about any of the matters
addressed above.  And, as always, please let us know if we can assist you in any
way. 

Thanks. 
 

Jim
James E. Dorsey
Senior of Counsel
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
612.492.7079 (o)
612.280.4989 (c) 

* When questioned by the police about these calls, Mr. Robinson never
mentioned hearing any anxiety or distress in Mr. Johnson’s voice.  Instead, he
explained that Mr. Johnson called him several times that night about buying
some liquor from him and that, if Mr. Johnson had been involved with a
robbery, “Stacks would have told me.”  4/17/03 interview transcript at p. 40. 
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Carrie Sperling

From: Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com>
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 3:23 PM
To: Carrie Sperling
Cc: Nadine Graves
Subject: P. Vance case -- a summary

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Carrie,  

In preparation for our meeting with you and Mr. Voight on June 21, Nadine and I wanted you to have the following 
summary of Philip Vance’s case for exoneration through the CRU: 

(1) No physical evidence connects Philip Vance to the crime.  No fingerprints; no camera footage; no eyewitness
identification; no voice identification (on the contrary, one eyewitness thought the perpetrators spoke Spanish).

Similarly, notwithstanding searches of all the locations where Mr. Vance was known stay and a search of Ms. 
Rauschnot’s car, no tools of the crime (gun or face masks) or proceeds from the crime (cash, cigarettes, lottery tickets, 
cordless phone, plastic bags, etc.) were found. 

(2) Not one of the four alleged perpetrators (Philip Vance, Dominick Johnson, Yvonne White and Nicole Rauschnot),
notwithstanding prolonged and repeated interrogations, ever admitted to any involvement in any aspect of the crime.

Moreover, not one of them had any record of same or similar crimes. 

Either the police interrogators were phenomenally inept (in failing to get at least one of them to break), or the four of 
them were innocent. 

(3) Any time the police told Philip that they were about to get results of a DNA test (or get some other dispositive
evidence) and advised Philip to take the deal they had offered (because the deal would be pulled once the evidence
came in), Philip would not take the deal, because he knew that any such evidence could only exonerate him

Indeed, when in one of the first interviews in January 2003 the police told him that they were going to get cell tower 
records that would show his location, Philip made a point of urging them to get those records.  Unfortunately (and 
inexplicably), Officer McManus did not sign the affidavit in support of the subpoena on Sprint until March 18, 2003, by 
which time more than 60 days had passed, and Sprint had destroyed the cell tower records. 

(4) The investigation was conducted by the now discredited as corrupt (and incompetent — see previous paragraph)
MGSF. That fact alone should raise suspicions about the validity of this conviction.

Police behavior throughout was heavy‐handed and brutal as they kicked down doors and conducted no‐knock 
searches.  It is no surprise that the recantations in this case reveal a pattern of police threatening witnesses and/or their 
families if the witnesses did not give testimony as directed. 

(5) Philip’s trial counsel were of no help to him.  They presented no witnesses, never mentioned an alibi . . . the  less said
about their performance, the better.
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(6) Kentrell Anthony and Darlene Jones have both confirmed that Philip and Dominick were at the duplex on Minnehaha 
Ave E at the time of the crime. These women, while cousins, are not close.  And neither has anything to gain by giving 
such testimony in support of Philip. 

(7) The third man with Philip and Dominick at the Radisson Bar in the late afternoon and early evening of 12/22/02 was 
Edward Townsend, not John Martin.  See affidavits from both men.  The cell phone records show that Mr. Townsend 
used Philip’s phone to call his grandmother in Milwaukee at 17:09, 17:14, 17:15, 17:20, 17:29, and 18:46.  

In Mr. Martin’s 7/11/2003 interview with the MGSF, he stated that, on the evening during which he spent about 1.5 
hours with Philip and Dominick at the Radisson Bar, he had used Philip’s phone to call his girlfriend to let her know that 
he would be coming over.  He said that his girlfriend’s number was 651.793.4587.   No such number was called on 
Philip’s phone on 12/22/02.  

Mr. Martin was speaking of, and eventually testified about, a different evening.  He was describing an evening when Ms. 
Rauschnot and Ms. White had in fact picked up Philip and Dominick in downtown St. Paul.  On that occasion, the four of 
them had gone looking for a liquor store, which means it could not have been on Sunday, 12/22/02, because liquor 
stores were not open in MInnesota on Sunday nights. 

(8) The following narrative is consistent with the cell phone records: 

While Philip and Dominick were at the Radisson Bar, during a phone call either to or from Darlene Jones, she asked 
Philip to bring her a pack of cigarettes when he came over to visit that day. 

Sometime after 7 PM, Philip and Dominick left the Radisson Bar, stopped by the convenience store outside the bar to 
pick up a pack of Newports for Darlene, and took a bus to the duplex at 956 Minnehaha Ave. E. 

When they entered the duplex, it was full of people – Jacqueline Ezell, Kentrell Anthony’s mother, Kentrell, Darlene, 
their uncle Jesse, a female cousin (now deceased), as well as Eugene O’Connor (who always stayed in the back room and 
was never seen). 

Shortly after Philip and Dominick arrived, Jaqueline Ezell and Kentrell’s mother left to go play bingo. Kentrell and 
Dominick then went upstairs.  

At 19:44, Darlene used Philip’s phone to make a 10 minute call to her family in Chicago. 

From 20:05 to 20:30, instead of “getting a plan on” or “acting more secretive than usual,” Philip made 10 calls on his 
phone: 5 to his friend (not Dominick’s friend) Troy Crawford (20:05:14, 20:05:56, 20:00, 20:18, and 20:26); 2 to 
615.643.0575 (20:24, which was a one‐number‐off misdial, and 20:25); and 2 to the mother of one of his children, 
Taneka Simmons (20:09 and 20:27). 

That second call to Ms. Simmons lasted 25 minutes. No other call earlier that day lasted nearly as long.  Philip was no 
longer in a bar and chatting with friends.  Rather, he was relaxing at the duplex, watching football, and talking with 
Taneka. 

As soon as that call ended, he got an incoming call (from an as‐yet unknown number) that lasted for 22 minutes.  Again 
that length of a call is consistent with his being at the duplex, not at a bar.  

Similarly, the lack of any calls to Richard Robinson or to or from Amy Drager’s line for an hour and thirty‐eight minutes, 
from 19:42 (when a call to Amy’s line ends) to 21:20 (when Robinson’s girl friend’s apartment is called) is consistent with 
Dominick’s being upstairs with Kentrell.  (By contrast, a total of 20 calls had been made from or to Robinson or Amy 
during the rest of afternoon and evening of 12/22.) 
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(9) With no direct evidence, the state’s case was of necessity a house of cards.  Given the recantations of Melissa Stites 
and John Martin, which are confirmed by Darlene Jones’ call to Chicago from the duplex at 19:44, the case has collapsed 
several times over.  The only pieces of evidence the state has are: (1) Philip’s ambiguous statements and gestures to 
Colleen McManus on 12/22; and (2) Philip’s bragging (but false) statements to Melissa Stites during the gun‐sale 
sting.  The former reflected Philip’s worry that Colleen would kick him out of the bar, as she had done the last time he 
was there.  The latter needs to be understood in the context of his also telling Melissa that he owned four guns (the 
subsequent police raids and searches proved that he did not) and that he used rail yards for target practice (no gang 
bangers engage in target shooting, ever).   

(10) Even if none of the points raised above is compelling, the cell phone records, on their own, create a solid alibi.  The 
cell phone records show that, immediately before, during and after the crime, Philip’s phone was in use.   From 21:31 to 
21:53 (22 minutes), the phone was used for 7 calls (5 outgoing and 2 incoming) for a total of 22 billed minutes.   

The longest interval of non‐use was 89 seconds, from 21:43:12 to 21:44:41, which was probably after the crime was 
committed. The cash register was opened for the “no sale” robbery at 21:35.  

Three of the calls were made to or from the apartment of Amy Drager, where Yvonne White was also staying.  Amy’s 
phone received calls from (and made calls to) Philip Vance’s cell phone many times on 12/22/2002 and early 
12/23/2002.  Three of those calls were made at 21:41, 21:44 and 21:45, when the crime occurred or shortly 
thereafter.   As explained in detail in our “the missing piece” email on May 22, Amy made it clear that: (a) Yvonne was 
with her at the apartment the whole evening; (b) Dominick was always on the other end of the line; and (c) Nicole had 
not been around the whole weekend. 

Three of the other calls, made at 21:31, 21:45 and 21:46 (all outgoing and totaling 17 billed minutes), were to the 
apartment of Keitha McKinney, who was the girlfriend of Dominick’s cousin, Richard Robinson (aka “Hennessey”).  As set 
forth in the 4/17/03 police interview transcript, the police arrested Robinson during a drug‐sale sting operation that they 
had put together solely in order to have leverage over Robinson to get him to talk about the calls he got from Philip’s 
phone immediate before and during of the robbery‐murder.  While he admitted getting the calls from his cousin 
Dominick (about buying some liquor Robinson had), Robinson stated that Dominick never mentioned any robbery or 
shooting. “I know they didn’t do it . . . .  Stacks would have told me.“ Tr. at p. 40. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, Philip Vance is innocent. 

And the CRU should help exonerate him. 

We look forward to our meeting with you on Wednesday.   Thanks.  

 Jim 
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Carrie Sperling

From: Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 8:17 AM
To: Carrie Sperling
Cc: Nadine Graves; Carl M. Warren; port4988@stthomas.edu; Jason Sole; Joshua Sansom
Subject: P. Vance case — an update 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Carrie,  
 
Today I am meeting with Philip Vance to discuss whether he will agree to be interviewed by you as part of 
your investigative process.  I hope to inform you of his decision within a day or two.   
 
But while I have you, let me address an issue that came up last week.  
 
At the end of our meeting, you mentioned that you thought that the nine minute call from Phillip’s cell 
phone to Keitha McKinney‘s apartment perfectly bookended the 9:35 time when the cash register was 
opened.  
 
In your opinion, the timing of that call meant that Richard Robinson was on McKinney’s phone and 
serving as a lookout for the crime.  
 
Upon reflection, we find several problems with that theory.  
 
First, Ms. McKinney had a landline, not a cell phone. So Mr. Robison was not standing outdoors keeping 
an eye on Sabreen’s and surrounding streets in order to serve as a lookout.   
 
Rather, he would have been inside her apartment at 141 Fourth Ave. So., nearly two blocks away from 
Sabreen’s at 345 Fourth Ave. So. 
 
As seen in the attached aerial photos, from inside the apartment over 1,000 feet (and two cross streets) 
away on a winter’s night, Mr. Robinson would have had no useful line-of-sight to either the street in front 
of Sabreen’s or the alley behind it.    
 
The one photo is “3-D” and shows that views south towards Sabreen’s from any upstairs windows in the 
apartment building at 141 Fourth Ave S would have been blocked by the building of equal height to the 
apartment building’s immediate south.    
 
The second photo (which is not 3-D) identifies the location of 345 Fourth Ave S.  The building that housed 
Sabreen’s has since been demolished and replaced. But the location is accurate. 
 
Though the apartment building at 141 Fourth Ave S is not identified in the second photo, the building can 
be seen as the fourth building north of the intersection of Fourth Ave S and Southview Blvd.  
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The best explanation for the call is that Dominick, having come down from the upstairs unit at the duplex 
on Minnehaha Ave after a lengthy intimate interlude with Kentrell, was calling his cousin to ask about 
buying some whiskey from him.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if you would like to discuss this issue.   Thanks.  
 
Jim 
  
P.S.  Yes, notwithstanding our meeting this week, I am still convinced of Mr. Vance’s innocence.  
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Carrie Sperling

From: Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 12:06 PM
To: Carrie Sperling
Cc: Nadine Graves; Carl M. Warren; port4988@stthomas.edu; Jason Sole; Joshua Sansom
Subject: Re: P. Vance case — an update 

  
Carrie, 
 
Two things: 
 
(1) Yes, Philip Vance is willing to be interviewed by you as part of the CRU process.  Please let us know 
when and where you would like that interview to take place. 
 
(2) I may have been incorrect in stating that Keitha McKinney had a landline.  Billing records indicate that 
she had wireless service.  My apologies.   
 
But the theory that Mr. Robinson was acting as a lookout still has problems.    
 
Kathleen Johnson, though she saw both men and described their clothing and masks (and the voice of at 
least one of them), said nothing about either of them being on a phone.  Nor did she report seeing a 
lookout in the area.  
 
Similarly, none of the young witnesses who saw two men running from the store to the car reported 
seeing either of them holding, or listening to or talking on, a cell phone.  Nor did any of them see 
someone acting as a lookout.  
 
As to somebody in the car being on the phone with the lookout, that makes no sense — if the lookout 
reported a threat, the person on the phone in the car would not have been able to warn the men in the 
store in a timely fashion.  
 
Again, the call to Mr. Robinson while he was at Ms. McKinney’s apartment that evening was made by 
Dominick Johnson in an attempt to find some liquor on a Sunday night.  Such were the priorities and 
interests of Messrs. Vance and Johnson.  
 
Thanks.  And again my apologies about mischaracterizing the cell phone.  
 
Jim 
 
 
 

On Jun 29, 2023, at 8:17 AM, Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com> wrote: 

  
Carrie,  
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Today I am meeting with Philip Vance to discuss whether he will agree to be interviewed by 
you as part of your investigative process.  I hope to inform you of his decision within a day 
or two.   
 
But while I have you, let me address an issue that came up last week.  
 
At the end of our meeting, you mentioned that you thought that the nine minute call from 
Phillip’s cell phone to Keitha McKinney‘s apartment perfectly bookended the 9:35 time 
when the cash register was opened.  
 
In your opinion, the timing of that call meant that Richard Robinson was on McKinney’s 
phone and serving as a lookout for the crime.  
 
Upon reflection, we find several problems with that theory.  
 
First, Ms. McKinney had a landline, not a cell phone. So Mr. Robison was not standing 
outdoors keeping an eye on Sabreen’s and surrounding streets in order to serve as a 
lookout.   
 
Rather, he would have been inside her apartment at 141 Fourth Ave. So., nearly two blocks 
away from Sabreen’s at 345 Fourth Ave. So. 
 
As seen in the attached aerial photos, from inside the apartment over 1,000 feet (and two 
cross streets) away on a winter’s night, Mr. Robinson would have had no useful line-of-
sight to either the street in front of Sabreen’s or the alley behind it.    
 
The one photo is “3-D” and shows that views south towards Sabreen’s from any upstairs 
windows in the apartment building at 141 Fourth Ave S would have been blocked by the 
building of equal height to the apartment building’s immediate south.    
 
The second photo (which is not 3-D) identifies the location of 345 Fourth Ave S.  The 
building that housed Sabreen’s has since been demolished and replaced. But the location 
is accurate. 
 
Though the apartment building at 141 Fourth Ave S is not identified in the second photo, 
the building can be seen as the fourth building north of the intersection of Fourth Ave S and 
Southview Blvd.  
 
The best explanation for the call is that Dominick, having come down from the upstairs unit 
at the duplex on Minnehaha Ave after a lengthy intimate interlude with Kentrell, was calling 
his cousin to ask about buying some whiskey from him.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or if you would like to discuss this 
issue.   Thanks.  
 
Jim 
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P.S.  Yes, notwithstanding our meeting this week, I am still convinced of Mr. Vance’s 
innocence.  
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Carrie Sperling

From: Dorsey, James <jdorsey@fredlaw.com>
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 6:18 PM
To: Carrie Sperling; Nicholas Foster
Cc: Nico Ratkowski; Israel Wilson
Subject: Philip Vance case before the CRU

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Carrie and Nick,  
 
Based on the email from “anonymous14truthh” set out below, I have scheduled a meeting with Michael 
Medal-Mendoza at MCF-Stillwater on Tuesday, March 11 at 8 am.    
 
Nico Ratkowski’s law clerk, Israel Wilson (cc’d above) will attend as well.  
 
If either or both of you would like to attend, you are welcome to do so (subject to your compliance with 
MNDOC visitation rules). 
 
In any event, I will give you a full report on what, if anything, we learn.    
 
Thanks. 
 
Jim 
James E. Dorsey 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
60 So. Sixth St., #1500 
Minneapolis, MN  55402 
612.280.4989 (c) 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Anonymous <anonymous1.4truthh@gmail.com> 
Date: March 5, 2025 at 9:54:08 AM CST 
Subject: VANCE IS INNOCENT - Alt perp info 

CAUTION: EXTERNAL E-MAIL 
 
Why don’t you release Philip Vance?! Haven’t you held him wrongfully long enough?! 
 
In this email, I have copied over 40 media sources, Keith Ellison‘s office, the CRU, 
Governor Walz, the prosecutors office, and the white girl fighting to free Mr. Vance. So 
everyone will know! 
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It’s time for someone to listen!! 
 
You have the wrong guy. THAT MAN IS INNOCENT 
 
You need to investigate, Hilder Adolfo Mendoza!! 
 
His brother has suggested he was an accomplice as well. And he’s right under your nose in 
one of your prisons. At Stillwater - Michael Medal Mendoza 
 
With all the jailhouse informants and witnesses, you had lie on Mr. Vance, I’m shocked you 
don’t already have recordings of Michael telling people he knows his brother killed that kid! 
 
The state of Minnesota needs to do their job! 
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From: Dorsey, James
To: Nicholas Foster
Cc: Carrie Sperling; Nadine Graves; Carl M. Warren; port4988@stthomas.edu; Jason Sole; Leti Uzueta; Hanna C. Day
Subject: P. Vance — address of J  R  in 2002
Date: Saturday, May 27, 2023 1:41:54 PM

Nick,

During our zoom session on Thursday, you explained how you had been able to find the name of J  R  as
the owner of the number (773-783-3952) that was called on Mr. Vance’s cell phone at 19:44 on 12/22/02.

We appreciated, and were impressed by, your finding that information.

In subsequent communications with Darlene, she explained that, yes, on occasions when mother’s phone was off,
she would call a neighbor of her mother.

At our request, Darlene asked her mother and her sister if they knew a J  R .

Today, Darlene reported that, about 20 years ago, J  R  was a neighbor of her sister.  Ms. R  then lived
at 1438 Emerald Ave. in Chicago Heights, IL.

Thanks again for continuing good work on this case. 

Jim
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confident in his innocence that he insisted upon taking his case to trial. At trial he was convicted 
of first-degree premeditated murder and sentenced to serve life imprisonment.  

This disparity is appalling. Both Ms. White and Ms. Rauschnot had their charges dismissed. Mr. 
Johnson took a plea bargain for 12.5 years. Yet Philip Vance, who maintained his innocence, never 
once thought of taking a plea deal, and thus will serve the rest of his life imprisoned. Vance has 
missed out on so much of his life as a result of his time imprisoned, including missing the 
upbringing of his 3 children who are now 18, 20, and 21 years old. His youngest child was born 1 
month after he was incarcerated and has never seen their father out of prison. 

The conviction was based on jailhouse informant information, some of whom gave testimony 
in other convictions or received benefits for their testimony and cooperation 

The use of jailhouse informants at trial presents a risk that the informants will provide false 
information in exchange for leniency or other benefits.7 Seven informants in Vance’s case were 
jailhouse informants, including Isaac Hodge, an informant that was instrumental in the conviction 
of Myon Burrell.8 Hodge is also the nephew of John Nunn, a person who provided information 
during the investigation of Vance. While it is not clear what Hodge and Nunn received in exchange 
for their testimony, the defense speculated that they provided information against Vance in hopes 
of receiving something in return.9  

In addition to Hodge and Nunn, five other jailhouse informants testified before the Grand Jury or 
at trial. The informants were offered or received benefits in exchange for their testimony, including 
$400 toward one informant’s outstanding phone bills, a promise of parole for another, 
consideration in pending federal charges for another, and time off a sentence for a sexual assault 
charge for another.10 Maynard Cross also received an offer of $3,000 in exchange for information 
from the victim’s brother, Tariq Bakkri.11z 

The police involved in Vance’s conviction were involved in official misconduct 

Many of the police officers involved in the investigation of the murder of Khaled Al-Bakri and 
subsequent investigation into Vance were also members of the since disbanded Metro Gang Strike 
Force. The troubling history of the MGSF is discussed in detail in the attached “Narrative of the 
Case.” The brief summation of events is that the MGSF was disbanded after the Office of the 
Legislative Auditor (OLA) reviewed the financial issues of the group, which resulted in a finding 
that the MGSF could not account for over $18,000 in seized cash and could not locate 14 of the 

 
7 Report of Independent Panel to Examine the Conviction and Sentence of Myon Burrell: for the Conviction Review 
Units Review at 56. 
8 Report of the Independent Panel to Examine the Conviction and Sentence of Myon Burrell, December 2020. Page 
17. 
9 Trial Transcript at 546. 
10 Trial Transcript at 367, 417. 
11 February 3, 2004, Notarized letter from Tariq Bakkri to Maynard cross. The letter contains, in portion, a guarantee 
that Cross would receive a reward of $3000 if he could provide any information that ”helps convict the people who 
caused [his] brother’s death”. The letter also states that the police told Maynard Cross that he may ”have information 
that may prove instrumental in convicting the people responsible for this crime.” 
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